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ABSTRACT

This study examines the role and implications of Social Studies education in fostering multicultural
awareness from the elementary school level. In the context of increasingly diverse societies, schools are
expected to cultivate students’” understanding, respect, and appreciation of cultural differences from an early
age. Baubau City, characterized by its rich social and cultural diversity, provides a relevant context for
exploring how Social Studies learning can contribute to multicultural development. The objective of this
research is to analyze how Social Studies education supports the formation of multicultural awareness among
elementary school students. This study employs a literature review method by analyzing various national
and international scholarly works on multicultural education and Social Studies instruction. Relevant books,
journal articles, and research reports were systematically reviewed and synthesized to identify key concepts,
approaches, and findings related to the integration of multicultural values in Social Studies learning. The
findings indicate that Social Studies education plays a strategic and fundamental role in promoting
multicultural awareness. It not only facilitates students” acquisition of social knowledge but also serves as a
medium for internalizing values such as tolerance, empathy, justice, cooperation, and respect for diversity.
Therefore, effective Social Studies instruction can significantly contribute to building inclusive and
culturally responsive attitudes among elementary school students.
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1. Introduction

Globalization and increasing social mobility have intensified intercultural
interactions in modern societies. In Indonesia, this condition is even more complex,
as socio-cultural diversity has long been an inherent reality. However, diversity that
is not properly managed through education has the potential to generate social
conflict, intolerance, and discrimination James A. Banks (2021). Elementary
school represents the foundational stage in shaping students’ character and social
attitudes. At this level, children begin to develop an understanding of themselves
and others within a broader social context. Therefore, multicultural education
needs to be introduced from an early age through subjects that emphasize social
values and citizenship education, one of which is Social Studies. Social Studies
education is not solely intended to deliver factual knowledge; it also functions to
cultivate students’ attitudes, values, and social skills, enabling them to live
harmoniously in a pluralistic society Thomas V. Savage and David G. Armstrong
(2020). This article discusses the role and implications of Social Studies education
in fostering multicultural awareness from the elementary school level.

Multicultural awareness refers to an individual’s ability to understand,
appreciate, and accept cultural diversity in social life. James A. Banks (2021)
explains that multicultural education aims to help students develop positive



https://www.jurnal-umbuton.ac.id/index.php/JEC
mailto:nurintanode5@gmail.com

JEC: Jurnal Edukasi Cendekia Muh. Nur Intan Ode, 10(1): 22-30

attitudes toward differences in race, ethnicity, religion, language, and social
background. According to Geneva Gay (2018), multicultural awareness
encompasses not only knowledge about other cultures but also empathy, a sense
of justice, and a willingness to coexist peacefully. In the context of elementary
education, multicultural awareness is directed toward introducing differences as a
shared richness rather than as a threat. Thus, multicultural awareness among
elementary school students includes: (1) an understanding of socio-cultural
diversity; (2) tolerant and respectful attitudes toward others; and (3) the ability to
interact positively with peers from diverse backgrounds.
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Figure 1. Overview of Multicultural Education Studies

Five previous studies were analyzed and comparatively reviewed in this
research. The study conducted by Kapile, C.(2024), entitled Understanding the
Effectiveness of Multicultural Education in Enhancing Social Studies Learning,
concluded that the literature review demonstrated how multicultural education
broadens students’ perspectives and fosters an inclusive learning environment in
Social Studies. Furthermore, Dewi, R. S. (2023), in Multicultural Values-Based
English Teaching Materials in Elementary Education, emphasized that although the
focus was on English teaching materials, the integration of multicultural values
represents a relevant instructional strategy for elementary education. In line with
these findings, Yuliana, Y. and Riswanto, R. (2025), through The Influence of
School Culture on Multicultural Education in Indonesia, concluded that school
culture significantly influences the implementation of multicultural education, with
strong relevance to Social Studies practices in Indonesian elementary schools.
Similarly, Cahyono, A. C., Prasetyo, D., and Setialista, M. (2025), in The
Importance of Multicultural Education in Primary Schools in the 5.0 Era, highlighted
the urgency of multicultural education in the global era, stressing the need for
concrete strategies at the elementary level. Meanwhile, NST, A. M. (2024), in The
Importance of Multicultural Education in Managing the Challenges of Cultural
Diversity in Elementary Schools, reaffirmed key multicultural values such as
tolerance, democracy, and pluralism within the elementary school context.

Based on the synthesis of the five previous studies, it can be concluded that
multicultural education plays a significant role in improving the quality of learning
and shaping students’ social attitudes in elementary schools. Various studies
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indicate that multicultural education broadens students’ perspectives and fosters
inclusive learning environments, particularly in Social Studies instruction. In
addition, multicultural values are cross-curricular in nature and can be integrated
into various learning contexts at the elementary level. This demonstrates that
multicultural education represents a comprehensive pedagogical approach to
developing students’ understanding of social and cultural diversity. Furthermore,
these findings emphasize that the success of multicultural education is strongly
influenced by school culture, global challenges, and adaptive, context-based
instructional strategies. Multicultural education is regarded as an urgent necessity
in the global and digital era to instill values such as tolerance, democracy, and
pluralism from an early age. Overall, the reviewed studies lead to the conclusion
that multicultural education in elementary schools, including through Social
Studies instruction, has direct implications for creating inclusive learning climates
and fostering students’ character development, enabling them to live harmoniously
in diverse societies.

2. Research Methods

This study employs a qualitative research design using a literature review
approach. It aims to systematically examine and synthesize the role and
implications of Social Studies education in fostering multicultural awareness from
the elementary school level, based on relevant research findings and theoretical
studies. The method applied is a systematic literature review by adopting a
simplified version of the PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews
and Meta-Analyses) framework. This framework was utilized to ensure that the
processes of identifying, selecting, and analyzing relevant literature were conducted
in a transparent, structured, and methodologically rigorous manner. The data used
in this study consist of secondary data derived from reputable national and
international journal articles, academic books, conference proceedings, and policy
documents relevant to Social Studies education and multicultural education at the
elementary school level.

Identification Elig

Searching for relevant Reviewing full-text articles
literature using keywords for alignment

Screening Inclusion

Initial selection based on Final selection of relevant
titles and abstracts sources for analysis

Figure 2. Simplified PRISMA Framework for Data Collection

The data collection technique in this study followed a simplified PRISMA
framework, conducted through four main stages: identification, screening,
eligibility, and inclusion. The identification stage involved searching for relevant
articles and literature through online academic journal databases using the
keywords Social Studies learning, multicultural education, and elementary school.
The screening stage consisted of an initial selection based on titles and abstracts
to exclude irrelevant or duplicate sources. The eligibility stage involved a full-text
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review to ensure alignment with the research focus and inclusion criteria. Finally,
the inclusion stage determined the selected sources that were comprehensively
analyzed in this study.

Table 1. Simplified PRISMA Flow in the Literature Review

PRISMA Stage Description of Activities
Searching for relevant literature through national and international journal
Identification databases using the keywordsSocial Studies learning, multicultural

education, and elementary school.
Initial selection based on titles and abstracts to remove irrelevant articles,

Screening duplicates, or sources not aligned with the research focus.
o Full-text review of articles to ensure their relevance to the research objectives
Eligibility . . . _
and the predetermined inclusion criteria.
. Final determination of selected articles and literature sources that were
Inclusion

analyzed comprehensively in the study.

The data analysis in this study was conducted using a qualitative descriptive
approach through content analysis of the selected sources. This process involved
systematically examining relevant literature to identify patterns, concepts, and key
findings related to the role and implications of Social Studies education in fostering
multicultural awareness at the elementary school level. Each source was carefully
reviewed to extract significant information aligned with the research objectives. The
analysis proceeded through several stages, including thematic categorization, data
reduction, interpretation, and conclusion drawing. Thematic categorization was
carried out by grouping similar ideas and concepts, followed by data reduction to
focus on the most relevant findings. Interpretation was then conducted to
understand the relationships among themes and their broader educational
implications. Through this systematic process, a conceptual synthesis was
developed regarding the strategic role and implications of Social Studies education
in building multicultural awareness from the elementary school level.

3. Results and Discussion
The Role of Social Studies in Building Multicultural Awareness

Social Studies education plays a fundamental role in fostering multicultural
awareness from the elementary school level, particularly in the context of Baubau,
Southeast Sulawesi, which is characterized by ethnic, linguistic, religious, and
socio-cultural diversity. The synthesis of the literature indicates that Social Studies
functions not only as a medium for transferring social knowledge but also as a
vehicle for cultivating multicultural values and attitudes. James A. Banks(2019)
emphasizes that multicultural education aims to help students understand,
accept, and appreciate cultural differences within pluralistic societies through
inclusive curricula. In this regard, Social Studies instruction at the elementary level
serves as a strategic platform for systematically and sustainably instilling
multicultural awareness.

Within diverse communities such as Baubau, Social Studies learning can
integrate local history, cultural traditions, and contemporary social realities into
classroom discussions and activities. This contextual approach enables students
to connect abstract concepts of diversity, tolerance, and citizenship with their daily
experiences. By embedding multicultural perspectives into learning objectives,
materials, and instructional strategies, Social Studies contributes not only to
students’ cognitive development but also to the formation of inclusive attitudes and
social responsibility. Consequently, multicultural-oriented Social Studies
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education supports the development of young learners who are prepared to
participate constructively in a pluralistic society.

The role of Social Studies in developing multicultural awareness in Baubau
can be observed through the integration of instructional content with local social
and cultural realities. The reviewed literature highlights that introducing local
history, Buton cultural traditions, and the multiethnic coastal community life
strengthens students’ understanding of diversity and unity. H. A. R. Tilaar (2015)
argues that multicultural education should be grounded in local wisdom so that
learners can interpret diversity as a social reality closely connected to their
everyday lives. Therefore, contextualized Social Studies learning contributes not
only to the development of cultural awareness but also to the formation of national

identity from an early age.

Integrate local
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diversity and national
identity.

Students lack
understanding of diversity.

Figure 3. Contextualized Social Studies fosters multicultural awareness

The image illustrates a metaphorical bridge representing contextualized
Social Studies education as a connector between limited understanding and
comprehensive multicultural awareness. On the left side, students are depicted as
lacking an understanding of diversity, symbolizing a gap in recognizing social and
cultural differences. On the right side, students are shown as understanding
diversity and national identity, indicating the desired educational outcome. The
bridge structure signifies the instructional process that enables students to move
from limited awareness toward inclusive understanding. The central message
emphasizes the importance of integrating local culture into Social Studies learning
as a foundational support for this transformation.

The pillars of the bridge represent the strong foundations required to support
multicultural learning, particularly the incorporation of local cultural values,
traditions, and social realities into classroom instruction. The water beneath the
bridge symbolizes the challenges and complexities of diversity that students must
navigate. Through contextualized Social Studies education, these challenges can
be addressed constructively, guiding students toward a deeper appreciation of
diversity and a stronger sense of national identity. Overall, the figure highlights
that integrating local wisdom into Social Studies is a strategic approach to fostering
multicultural awareness and strengthening social cohesion in Baubau. By
connecting classroom materials with students’ immediate social environment,
Social Studies instruction becomes more meaningful and transformative. Learning
activities that draw upon local cultural practices, community interactions, and
real-life social issues enable students to relate theoretical concepts to their lived
experiences. Through this contextual engagement, students are guided to recognize
cultural diversity as an integral part of their shared social reality rather than as
distant or abstract ideas. Such an approach promotes deeper understanding and
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critical reflection on the importance of mutual respect and coexistence. This
contextualized learning process strengthens students’ sense of belonging while
simultaneously fostering respect for individuals from diverse ethnic, religious, and
linguistic backgrounds. As students engage in discussions, collaborative tasks, and
reflective activities, they develop inclusive attitudes and social responsibility.
Consequently, Social Studies education in Baubau contributes to reinforcing social
cohesion and nurturing responsible citizenship, grounded in both local cultural
identity and a broader commitment to national unity.

Implications of Multicultural Social Studies Learning

The implications of Social Studies education for fostering multicultural
awareness are reflected in the development of students’ tolerance, social empathy,
and inclusive behavior. Based on content analysis of selected articles and books
through a simplified PRISMA process, multicultural-oriented Social Studies
learning encourages students to perceive differences as social assets rather than
sources of conflict. This perspective aligns with the National Council for the Social
Studies (2013), which emphasizes that the primary goal of Social Studies education
is to prepare citizens who think critically, act democratically, and live harmoniously
within diverse societies. In the context of Baubau, this implication is particularly
relevant as a preventive effort to strengthen social cohesion from the elementary
level. Moreover, the role of the Social Studies teacher is a key factor in the
successful implementation of multicultural learning. Teachers act as value
facilitators, cultural mediators, and role models of tolerance in the classroom.
Geneva Gay (2018) argues that culturally responsive teaching enhances students’
social awareness and sense of justice.

Teachers who effectively manage classroom discussions, collaborative
learning, and experiential social activities are more successful in instilling
multicultural values among students. Through structured dialogue, group work,
and problem-based tasks, students are encouraged to express opinions, listen to
diverse perspectives, and engage in respectful interaction. These pedagogical
strategies create an inclusive learning environment in which values such as
tolerance, empathy, fairness, and mutual respect are practiced in authentic social
contexts rather than merely taught as abstract concepts. Therefore, Social Studies
instruction in elementary schools in Baubau contributes not only to students’
cognitive development but also to the long-term formation of multicultural
character.
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Figure 4. Roles of Social Studies in Fostering Multicultural Awareness
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The figure illustrates the central role of Social Studies Education in fostering
multicultural awareness at the elementary school level. Social Studies is positioned
as the core component that connects various dimensions of multicultural
development. On the left side, the diagram highlights its contribution to promoting
an understanding of diversity through topics such as social life, regional cultures,
and national history. These components support the development of civic
awareness, including the formation of national identity, respect for rights, and an
understanding of living within a pluralistic society. In addition, the diagram
emphasizes the implications for instructional practice, such as designing inclusive
lessons, utilizing culturally diverse resources, applying active learning strategies,
and modeling tolerant attitudes. On the right side, the figure presents the outcomes
of multicultural-oriented Social Studies instruction. It demonstrates how learning
activities such as discussing social issues, conducting case studies, and
implementing problem-based learning contribute to the development of tolerance
and empathy. Furthermore, Social Studies serves as a medium for internalizing
core multicultural values, including justice, equality, and respect for diversity.
Overall, the diagram reflects a holistic framework in which Social Studies education
not only develops cognitive understanding but also shapes students’ social
attitudes and character, preparing them to live harmoniously in diverse societies.

4. Conclusion

Based on the overall discussion, it can be concluded that Social Studies
education plays a strategic and fundamental role in fostering multicultural
awareness from the elementary school level, particularly in diverse contexts such
as Baubau, Southeast Sulawesi. Through the integration of local culture, social
realities, and multicultural values into instructional content, Social Studies serves
not only as a medium for transferring social knowledge but also as a vehicle for
shaping students’ attitudes, empathy, tolerance, and civic awareness. The
literature synthesis consistently indicates that multicultural-oriented Social
Studies learning contributes to the development of inclusive perspectives and
strengthens students’ understanding of diversity as a social asset rather than a
source of conflict. Furthermore, the effectiveness of fostering multicultural
awareness through Social Studies is highly dependent on contextualized
instructional practices and the active role of teachers as facilitators of values and
cultural mediators. By implementing inclusive, collaborative, and culturally
responsive strategies, teachers can promote both cognitive and character
development among students. Ultimately, Social Studies education at the
elementary level has long-term implications for building multicultural character,
reinforcing social cohesion, and nurturing responsible citizens who are capable of
living harmoniously within pluralistic societies.
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